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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fukutani et al. (U.S. Patent 6,038,431) in view of Berkheimer et al. (U.S. Patent 
Application Publication 2003/0206711). 

Regarding claim 1, Fukutani et al. discloses an integrating configuration of 
combined electronic equipment having a housing provided with therein an optical 
disc recording and reproducing unit having an optical disc insertion portion at a 
front face thereof, a first circuit board having a control circuit of said optical disc 
recording and reproducing unit, a video cassette recording and reproducing unit 
having a video cassette insertion portion at a front face thereof and arranged in 
parallel with said optical disc recording and reproducing unit, a second circuit 
board having a control circuit of said video cassette recording and reproducing 
unit, and a power supply circuit board; said first circuit board is disposed between 
said optical disc recording and reproducing unit and a bottom face of an interior 
of said housing; said second circuit board being disposed between said video 
cassette recording and reproducing unit and the bottom face of the interior of 
said housing; and said power supply circuit board is integrated with said second 
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circuit board so as to be disposed between said first circuit board and said 
second circuit board, and disposed between said optical disc recording and 
reproducing unit and the bottom face of the interior of said housing (Figs. 8, 17, 
19A; col. 6 lines 49-col. 7 line 16; col. 16 lines 1-24; col. 19 lines 55-67; col. 22 
lines 23-32). However Fukutani et al. fails to disclose wherein said optical disc 
recording and reproducing unit is supported by a plurality of supporting members 
so that the insertion portion of said optical disc recording and reproducing unit 
becomes substantially the same in height as the insertion portion of the video 
cassette recording and reproducing unit. 

Referring to the Berkheimer et al. reference, Berkheimer et al. discloses 
an integrating configuration of combined electronic equipment, wherein said 
optical disc recording and reproducing unit is supported by a plurality of 
supporting members so that the insertion portion of said optical disc recording 
and reproducing unit becomes substantially the same in height as the insertion 
portion of the video cassette recording and reproducing unit (Fig. 1 - the 
insertion points are substantially the same height). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have used supporting members to make the 
insertion points to be the same heights for both units as disclosed by Berkheimer 
et al. in the Fukutani et al. device in order to allow all the controls to be in the 
same area rather than scattered around the insertion points. 
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Regarding claim 2, Fukutani et al. in view of Berkheimer et al. discloses all 
the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the 
first circuit board has wiring patterns at both faces thereof, and said second 
circuit board has a wiring pattern at one face thereof (Figs. 8, 17, 19A; col. 6 lines 
49-col. 7 line 16; col. 16 lines 1-24; col. 19 lines 55-67; col. 22 lines 23-32). 

Regarding claim 3, Fukutani et al. in view of Berkheimer et al. discloses all 
the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 but fails to disclose 
that the external connection terminals, which are exposed from the back face of 
said housing, are attached to rear end portions of said first circuit board and said 
second circuit board. Official Notice is taken that it is well known in the art to 
have the external connection terminals exposed from the back face. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have the external connection terminals exposed from the 
back face so that the cables connected to the external connection terminals are 
not interfering with the insertion points and the controls. 

Regarding claim 4, Fukutani et al. in view of Berkheimer et al. discloses all 
the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1, but fails to 
disclose that a transformer mounted on said power supply circuit board is 
disposed such that a core thereof is placed horizontally relative to a face of said 
power supply circuit board. Official Notice is taken that it is well known to have a 
transformer on a power supply circuit board. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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have a transformer on a power supply circuit board in order to produce enough 
power to supply all the components as needed. Furthermore, it would have been 
obvious to place the core of the transformer horizontally relative to the power 
supply circuit board so that takes up less room in the housing device and the 
circuitry can be more compact. 

Regarding claim 5, Fukutani et al. in view of Berkheimer et al. discloses all 
the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including that at 
least one of the supporting members is disposed between said first circuit board 
and said power supply circuit board (Fig. 1 - a supporting member will come into 
contact with the power supply circuit board so that none of the other circuit 
boards will come into contact with it and create noise to disturb the power supply 
circuit board). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather R. Jones whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs.: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm, and 
every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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